

E I of the people who are reading this 
video the weather forecast. 


4 of you walk sideways* 

ID people have x-ray vision* 

11 played for Arsenal on Saturday. 

7fl of you bite the duvet* 

But you look like ordinary people* 

And this, looks like ordinary whisky* 
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22 John Surman 

Stuart Nicholson traces the musical odyssey of an English original 

24 Derrick May 

Desmond Hill meets an urban pioneer of sonic science fiction 

26 Unnatural Highs 

Biba Kopf ascends to heaven with a choir of countertenor singers 

32 Jah Wobble 

Peter Shapiro talks yings, yangs and and low end theories with the bass raider 

36 Ornette Coleman 

Howard Mandel is granted an audience with the high priest of harmolodics 

42 Mick Harvey 

Louise Gray discusses the sex life of Serge Gainsbourg with a Bad Seed 
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Peter Jordan hears music on the other side of the world 
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180 ° 

A guide to all the artists featured on your 17 track Mute Recces 
compilation CD, FREE with this month’s issue of The Wire 























editor’s 

idea 
















letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171287 4767, ore-mail: thejmre@ukontoe.co.uk 
Every letter published wins a FREE CD 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month 








with Prime Time 


Tone Dialing 





















Farringdqns 

RECORDS 

The Dufay Collective 
Miri it is 

CHANDOS 

DUFAY COLLECTIVE 


ITTiRi iT is 



The new album 

CD 1299 


Mail Order Service: 0171 626 2805 

Farringdons Records: 

64-72 Leadenhall Market London EC3V 1LT Telephone 0171 623 9605 

Royal Festival Hall South Bank Centre London SE1 8XX Telephone 0171 6^0 0198 




















Melvin Van Peebles, singer, novelist, screenwriter and pioneer of the Blaxploitation movie, is 
confronting the US record industry’s narrow definitions of black music head on. Profile by 
Hanspeter Kuenzler 



racks. The first is 'Cruel Jim Crow (Posse Don't Play 
That)", Van Peebles's contribution to the soundtrack of 
his son Mario’s Western The Posse: the track offers a 
cool, drawled lesson in early black American history, 
when 'wagon trails of black folk” had "gotten tired of the 
cotton fields". The second song is called "The Apple 
Stretching”, best known in a 1982 version by Grace 
Jones, which Van Peebles calls 'cranky”. Now, on a new 




american 



The road travelled by John Surman from hothouse Improv to solo introspection has taken the 
saxophonist beyond English music’s gentle pastures. Interview by Stuart Nicholson 




HOLLY 

COLE 

■ HOLLY COLE 

temptation 

temptation 

A brand new album of Tom Waits songs uniquely 
interpreted by modern day diva of pop music... 

Holly Cole. 

m 

A focused exploration of the music of one of 
America's most enigmatic composers. 

% 

Imaginative, amusing, provocative spellbinding, 
sometimes dangerous and never, never dull. 

// /s/S/r /j W 

TAKE ME HOME • TRAIN SONG • JERSEY GIRL • TEMPTATION 

FALLING DOWN • INVITATION TO THE BLUES • CINNY'S WALTZ 

FRANK'S THEME • LITTLE BOY BLUE • 1 DON'T WANNA GROW UP 

TANGO TILL THEY'RE SORE. (LOOKING FOR) THE HEART OF 

SATURDAY NIGHT. SOLDIERS THINGS -1 WANT YOU 


GOOD OLD TIMES - THE BRIAR AND THE ROSE. SHIVER ME TIMBERS 

NEW ALBUM AVAILABLE ON CD NOW! 


Produced by Craig Street 








In Europe and the Far East, Derrick May is feted as one of the pioneers of Detroit Techno. Yet in his 



mythologies 




■ Desmond K Hill 
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Throughout history the high male voice has been cast in the role of heavenly spirit, geek or 
monster. Biba Kopf goes in search of these unearthly sirens, &om the 18th century castrato 
Farinelli, to contemporary countertenor singers such as Michael Chance and David James 




























































Via new collaborations with Brian Eno and Bill Laswell, the music of Jah Wobble is attempting 
to express the ineffable; to fuse divine, ethereal atmospheres with the physicality of the bass. 
Interview by Peter Shapiro 



bass inv 

















For over three decades, Ornette Coleman has been pursuing an artistic vision that combines 
revolutionary musical concepts and ragged philosophy into one all-encompassing worldview: 
harmolodics. In this extended interview; Coleman talks to Howard Mandel about life, love and 
the pursuit of equality 







HA friend bought a graveyard 
and asked me to open it up for 
him. I said: Open it up? I don’t 
think so. I can't find a band JJ 
























































Mick Harvey, best known for his work with Nick Cave and director Wim Wenders, is now 
entering the moist world of taboo sexuality by reconstructing the songs of the notorious French 
singer Serge Gainsbourg. Report by Louise Gray 












Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


charts 


Hidden Agenda - Hidden Agenda EP (Metalheadz) 
Kensuke Shiima — Insomniac (Pussyfoot) 

Christof Kurtzmann — Sinn Blau Pause (Syntactic) 
i-Joe Nation EP (Chill Out) 



3m The Cross 

The Laughing Clowns - Mr Uddish-Schmuddish Goes To 


! - Tone Dialing (Harmolodic) , 
Orange Crate Art (WEA) 

I - Peel Slowly And See (Polydor) 

Green Machine (Astralwerks) 

David Krakauer — Ktezmer Madness (Tzadik) 

Detty Kumia - Dari Sunda (Riverboat) 

Various - Electric Ladyland (Mille Plateaux) 

Tony Conrad - Slapping Pythagoras (Table Of The Elements) 

Jah Wobble - Heaven And Earth (Island) 

Various - Farine.Castrate: OST (Auvidis Travelling) 



Karlheinz Stockhausen — Stimmung (Wergo) 

Can — Future Days (Spoon) 

David Toop & Max Eastley - Buried Dreams (Beyond) 


lei Cnsto Redentor 

, - Call Of The Valley (Hemisphere) 

tir In Their Eyes (Rephlex) 


— Transparent Day (Edsel) 

PWEI - Dos Pedos Mi Amigos (Infectious) 
Mercury Rev — See You On The Other Side 


Groovy (Extreme) 

Smoker's Delight (Warp) 

i — Love Is Touching (B&W) 
Bill Laswell - Silent Recoil: Dub System One (Low) 
Compiled by The Wire Sound System 


Larry Young - Lawrence Of Newark (Perception) 
uake Island (Tomato) 
vel In The Lotus (ECM) 



Compiled by Salamander, Loop Guru 


•Kirghiz Light (Staalplaat) 

- Inside (Epic) 

— Canaxis (Spoon) 

— Balaklava (ESP) 

Ine — One Nation Underground (ESP) 
— What Does Your Soul Look Uke? (Mo' Wax) 
les- Blueprint (Mo* Wax) 

— East Coast Project (Natural Response) 
ne — album sampler (Indo-China) 







sound.. 
check 


October’s choicest CDs and albums — reviewed, revered, reviled 


October winners: 

Brian Wilson and Van Dyke 
Parks, Tony Conrad and 
Arnold Dreyblattjah 
Wobble and Brian Eno 

In soundcheck: 

Amon Duiil II, Atom Heart, 
Anthony Braxton, Ornette 
Coleman, Julian Cope, Elton 
Dean, Eyeless In Gaza, 
Goldie, Mick Harvey, Shelley 
Hirsch.Tetsulnoue, Steve 
Jansen and Richard 
Barbieri, Salif Keita, DJ 
Krush, Bill Laswell, Lydia 
Lunch, n-Ziq, Mouse On 
Mars, KK Null, Jane Siberry, 
Swans, White Heaven, 
Xenakis and more... 

Inbrief: 

Atomising the latest 
classical and newjazz 
releases, plus music from 
the outer limits 
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RFHO - Royal Festival Hdl 
RFH© • Queen Elizabeth Hall 


BOX OFFICE 

0171 960 4242 
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underground avant garde/psychedelic 










The Master of the Telecaster 


Mille Plateaux 

| MP16 Steel -alto | [ 

| MP 17 Microstoria - Init Ding | 

| MP 18 Alec Empire - Low on Ice | [ 


MP 19 Electric Ladyland - 
electric Soul for rebels 
Compilation incl. Mouse on 
Mars, Alec Empire, Zulutronic, 
Gas and more... 


distributed by S.R.D. 




NEW FROM CHE IN 1995 
slipstream 

UP IN HEAVEN /"Che 35 Aug 21st 
COMEBACK /"Che36 Aug Zlst 
SIDE EFFECTS CD Che 3/ (fct 9th 

urusei yatsura 

SIAMESE Z" Che 38 Aug 29th 

che compilations 

DOES THE WORD DUH' MEAN ANYTHING TO YOI 
LIGAMENT/SPACEBIKE Split 1" No. 3 /" Che 42 

bardo pond 

BUFD ALVARIUS. AMEN 29:15 CO Che 33 Sep 

dart 

3B G CEFnSANHOUR CB/tpCM39 Nov 13th 

the bardots 
lilys 

GINGER/OAY OF THE MONKEY Z" Che 45 Dec< 
ECCSAME THE PHOTON BAND CO Che 46 Dec 
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Cinematic soundings 

Receive one year’s worth of Wires plus a film music classic for just £25 


CQOQER 


Southern Comfort 


Music By Ry Cooder 

Ry Cooder is one of the greatest film composers to have emerged in recent years. His distinctive 
arrangements, often improvised direct to the action, effortlessly walk the line between intimacy and 
iconoclasm. This double CD compilation brings together extracts from his work ftrr directors such 
as Wim Wenders, Paul Schrader, Walter Hill, Nic Roeg and others, and features contributions from 
Jon Hassell, Van Dyke Parks, John Hiatt, Jim Keltner, Jim Dickinson, David Undley and Haco Jimenez 
as well as traditional musicians from Japan, India and Tuva. This is a strictly limited offer: send in the 
form below NOW to avoid disappointment! The Wire. Trespassers will be rewarded. 


• EUROPE (Airmail) £3: 


enclose my cheque/money ore 
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SLAM 

FREEDOM OF MU! 



fMataefaa 

cJttlas 

CJueulay 17th Oelototr 

HANOVER 

GRAND 





NEWSAGENT 

SHOP SAVE FORM 



To make sure that you receive your monthly 
copy of The Wire, simply complete this form 
with your personal details and hand it to your 
local newsagent. You can collect the next 
issue when you are ready to do so, and you 
can cancel your order at any time. 


I wish to place a reg 
THE WIRE MAGAZIN 
a copy for me each i 
further notice. 


NEWSAGENT PLEASE I 


































• A New music books — read, raved about, routed 

P^Ui 



transformed by its r 
















































THE INTERNATIONAL MELTDOWN 

ies of three unique and essential albums featuring a host of contemporary South African, 
Brasilian and London based musicians. 

To be released in October. 


FREE AT LAST (Bli/076) 

A meeting of generations, continents and cultures - the freestylt 
Nineties South Africa. 


HEALER’S BREW (BWQ77) 

Most of these incredible recordings result from a spiritual encounter in a Jo 'burg recording st 
between Airto Moreira and two groups of South African healers. 


•3i>aw 

OlttVEtSSAUy 

> 


to Moreira, Amampondo, Sipho Gumede, Intethelelo Yabazaiwane, Madaia Kunene, Mxoii Mayekane, 
Tete Mbambisa, Andrew Missingham, Max Mntambo, Pops Mohamed, Moses Molelekwa, Vaiarie 
Naranjo, Jose Neto, Mabe Thobejane, Byron Wallen, Fana Zulu plus the Sangoma Healers 





eno/wobble 


‘spinner’ 


hear it now 

on virgin listening posts 
from mon 2nd to sun 15th oct 


mega means more 


music+video+games 


■ASTORES 

























